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Parer 2 2 HOURS

Answer three questions in all: one question from Section A and all the questions in Sections B

and C.

N

SECTION A
Essay
[50 marks]

Answer one guestion only from this section.
All questions carry equal marks. Your answer should not be less than 450 words.

You are advised to spend abowr 50 minutes on this section.

Your friend wants to travel abroad for university education. Write a letter expressing your views
about his intention and advising him on what to do.

A social club in vour state i¢ organizing an essay competition on the subject: Prevention is always
better than cure in health matters. Write your entry.

There is a recent outbreak of disease in your school. Write a letter to the District Education Officer
complaining about the unsanitary conditions of your school and suggesting at least three ways of
improving the situation.

As the Sports Prefect of your school, write a speech you will deliver to the newly admitted students
on the benefits of participating in sporting activities.

Write a story that ends with the statement: And Dad was right after dll.

SecTion B
COMPREHENSION
[20 marks]

You are advised to spend abour 30 minutes on this section.
Read the following passage cavefully and answer the questions on it.

Kolas parents were quite loving and kind. They wanted to bring up their only son well.
They worked hard to make ends meet but provided him and his siblings with all their material needs.
Also, they taught him to respect elders by never questioning their authority or looking into their eyes
when they spoke. It was the height of disrespect to say an elder was wrong or to stand head raised
when being addressed by him. Heads must be bowed and nodded in respectful affirmation of the
wisdom emanating from the lips of the elderly. A young person was not expected to be as
knowledgeable as an elder. According to an adage, what an elder sees lying down, the young cannot
see from the top of a tree. Any infringement of these rules attracted instant reprimands.

Many people grew up in this atmosphere a few decades ago. The few recalcitrant ones
who always broke the rules paid dearly for it and were labelled rude and incorrigible. Kola wanted
to be termed cood and well-behaved. He did all that was expected of him and enjoyed additional
affection from his parents and elders. But he paid a price for it - fear. He was always afraid to
express views that could be contrary to those of elders no matter how strongly he felt about them.
The fear grew and spread even to his relationship with his mates. He was afraid of being
pronounced rude or wrong. Gradually. he lost his self-confidence. This affected his speech as he
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Question Number: ..o,
& started 1o stutter and later stammer. The condemnation by his parents and elders. combined with

- the ridicule of his mates, worsened the matter.

& At the end of his secondary school career, Kola realised that his strength was academics.

m He was among the best five in class. He gained admission to a renowaed university and applied
himselfto his studies. Apart from his textbooks, he read novels and biographies and listened to
discussions on topical issues on radio and television. His lecturers soon recognized his academic
prowess and encouraged him. His mates admired and sought after him especially when given
difficult assignments in the courses they had in common. His speech improved, and by the time he
graduated with a Second Class Upper in English Language, he had become a powerful speaker who

could also use eye-contact and body language to sway his audience.

(@) In what two ways were young people expected to show respect when an elder spoke?
(&) How does the writer show that rules mentioned in the passage are no longer imposed?
(c) What twe factors gave rise to Kola’s speech problems?

() State two things that helped Kola to regain his confidence.

(&) Contrast the attitude of Kola’s mates in secondary school with that of his university mates.
() “ ... to make ends meet ...” What does this expression mean?
(g) “ ... to be termed good and well-behaved.”
0] What grammatical name is given to this expression as it is used in the passage?
(i1) What 1s its function?
(R} For each of the following words or phrase, find another word or phrase which means the

same and which can replace it as 1t is used in the passage:

(1) the height of;

(i) infringement:
(1ii) recalcitrant;
(iv) renowned;
(v) prowess;

(vi) sway.

(S
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You are advised 1o spend abour 40 minutes o this section
! ” 2 = ~ £
Read the following passage carefully and answer the quesiions o i
P ‘ B Fi

Why do most academics. with sound qualifications and technical know-how. har Ivever
venture into business? One would have though that with their vy ast know ledee and discoverics
in the technical world. they would do well as “ounders and owners of businesses. But that is ot
s0. and for good reasons.

To begin with. consider the university academic with a chain of degcrees. livine inthe
staff quarters. His salary and allowances are fairly high and come in recularly., Thus. all things
considered. he hardly has any cause to lock outside. Besides. the eny ironment m which < lives.
located in a secluded area as it is. keeps him far removed from the real society. So. he may not
be in touch with the stresses and strains which common people experience in the larver society
and so may not faveany cause to think of foundine an outfit té=olve any problem trom which
he can benetit financially.

Let us face it: the ascrage entreprencur thrives on loans. raised often from banks. So
he is a risk taker who is réady 1@ part with his properties used as collatera] should the business
fail. Most university academi¢s.are scared of takine bank loans. In any case. even if they want
to take risks, academics hardly‘ever have the tvpe of properties that banks demand for
collateral. We have to realise thavanacademic has spent a oreat part ot his life acquiring
qualifications. atter which he tries to'seftleidown in a rented staft apartment and save on a
monthly basis to acquire a car. educate his ohildren and manase to live comtortably. No
bank would take a car. even if it is new. as collateral,

Then think of an academic who has spedt most of his life researching into issues  Day
by day. he thinks of how to address problems. With all these findines stored up i his brain. his
one and foremost intent is to impart the wealth of know ledee at his disposal. That is where his
joy lies. not in making millions in the business world. 1 kno® of a professor of Botany who lives
virtually among plants and trees. the various botanical names rifieine in his brain. He can tell vou
which species ¢ Mrees would do well as furniture material. while pléarmaccutical companies
consult him on v hich herb would best cure what disease. But that i where it ends. he cannot
be persuaded to 2o into lumberine. furniture making or drue production.

Then there are academics who do not believe that thei disciplines can tit 1o business.
Consider a professor of Language Studics who insisted that his tield could not fend -l to
entreprencurship. But he realised how wrone he had been when a girl who had carned her
degree from his stable started part-time institutions in v arious parts of the city. and was livine far
more comfortably than he.

There are also some academics who tried to translate their research works into business
enterprises without considering the reality in the larger society. Here was an academic who had
carned his doctorate by studving goats. He tried his hands at raising goats for commercial
purposes but discovered that his goats were not the tvpe the marketers wanted. The sodtls were
too beautiful to be slaughtered for meat and were too costly to be considered by local
restaurants. He soon beat a retreat and tried his hands successfully at piggery, which he did not
study for his awards. ¥

(4) In five sentences. one for each. state the reasons why most academics do not
venture into business.

(h) In one sentence. state why some academics fail when they venture into
business.

s END OF ESSAY TEST
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